San Francisco, CA -(Tuesday, August 28, 2001) -  Christine Todd Whitman, Administrator of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), met with a classroom of fifth grade students today and taught them one of Food, Land & People's (FLP's) lessons about the environment.  


Ms. Whitman, who spent most of the day with officials and volunteers from FLP's nonprofit organization, said she is pleased with the resource materials the organization is making available to educators.  FLP's materials address the important interrelationship between our environment and agriculture - our food and fiber production, sustainability, and human needs  

Mark Linder, FLP president, San Francisco, indicated this is the only nationwide PreKindergarten through 12th grade agriculture and environmental education curriculum project in existence.  Since 1998, 55 lessons, with 20 translated to Spanish, have been released.  He said, statistical tests, from an independent field study, indicate FLP had a definite and significant impact on students' knowledge and positive attitudes about agriculture, the environment, and diverse cultures.   State coalitions in 20 states are offering the program and are correlating it to their state standards.  

Diane Garfield and Amber Lewis-Francis, both of San Francisco, said they appreciated the reinforcement to education that Ms. Whitman gave when she met with their Clarendon Alternative School students.  Garfield says she is a strong proponent of FLP's commitment to education and encourages new teachers to utilize the Resources for Learning educational materials in their classrooms.  


According to Martha Madden, Washington, DC, co-chair of FLP's Board of Governors, the organization is also working toward a World Learning Center to be located at the Presidio of San Francisco.  This center will provide a unique combination of educational services and activities and will be complimentary to both the USA Program with its Resources for Learning and an International Program.  

Ms. Whitman also toured the Presidio National Park and met with officials of EPA, the National Park Service, and Presidio Trust.
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